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Christianity has weathered countless challenges since its inception. It has endured persecutions, heresies, 
schisms, and secularism, persisting through the ages and continuing to thrive in many parts of the world. 
However, in recent times, a new challenge has emerged, one that is subtle, pervasive, and deeply rooted in 
contemporary culture. This challenge is the notion of relativism. Relativism, in its various forms, poses a 
significant threat to the faith, as it undermines the absolute truths upon which Christianity is built. This article 
seeks to explore this issue, drawing upon diverse sources and Scriptural insights to provide a comprehensive 


understanding of the perils of relativism in Christianity. 


Understanding the Concept of Relativism 


Relativism is a philosophical concept that posits the absence of absolute truth. Relativists argue that truth is not 
fixed or universal but is instead influenced by individual perceptions, cultural contexts, and personal 
experiences. In essence, what is true for one person may not be true for another. In the context of Christianity, 
relativism is a destructive force. The Christian faith is founded on the belief in absolute truths, such as the 
existence of God, the divinity of Christ, and the reality of sin and salvation. When these truths are subjected to 


relativistic interpretations, the very foundations of the faith are shaken. 


The Pervasive Influence of Relativism 


Relativism has permeated various aspects of contemporary culture and society, subtly influencing the way we 
perceive and interpret the world. It is evident in the rise of Subjective morality, where ethical decisions are 
based on personal feelings rather than objective moral standards. The influence of relativism can also be seen 
in the realm of religious pluralism, where all religions are considered equally valid paths to God. This notion 
directly contradicts the Christian belief in the uniqueness of Christ as the only way to salvation, as expressed in 
John 14:6. Relativism has even infiltrated the Church, leading to the emergence of what some term "cafeteria 
Christianity," where individuals pick and choose doctrines that align with their personal preferences while 


discarding those they find unpalatable. 


The Dangers of Relativism for Christians 


The dangers of relativism for Christians are manifold. At its core, relativism denies the existence of absolute 
truth, a concept that is central to the Christian faith. By doing so, it undermines the authority of the Bible, the 
divinity of Christ, and the certainty of salvation, among other foundational Christian beliefs. Relativism also 
promotes a self-centered approach to spirituality, where personal feelings and experiences are given 
precedence over Scriptural teachings. This mindset encourages a form of Christianity that is shaped by 
individual preferences rather than the unchanging Word of God. Furthermore, relativism fosters a culture of 
tolerance and acceptance that often extends to unbiblical practices and beliefs. In the name of inclusivity and 
diversity, Christians may be pressured to compromise on their convictions and embrace doctrines that are 


contrary to their faith. 


Biblical Responses to Relativism 


The Bible provides clear responses to the challenge of relativism. The Word of God is presented as absolute 
truth, a fixed standard against which all beliefs and actions are to be measured. As Jesus declared in John 17:17, 
"Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth." The Scriptures also affirm the exclusivity of Christ as the only 
way to salvation. Acts 4:12 states, "Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 
given to mankind by which we must be saved." Furthermore, the Bible exhorts Christians to stand firm in their 
faith and resist the pressure to conform to worldly standards. Romans 12:2 admonishes, "Do not conform to the 


pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind." 


The Role of the Church in Countering Relativism 


The Church has a crucial role to play in countering the influence of relativism. First and foremost, the Church 
must faithfully proclaim the absolute truth of the Gospel, standing firm against any attempts to dilute or distort 
its message. Additionally, the Church must equip believers to discern truth from falsehood. This involves 
teaching and modeling a biblical worldview, providing believers with the tools to evaluate and respond to 
relativistic ideologies. The Church must also foster a culture of conviction and courage, where believers are 


encouraged and empowered to uphold biblical truth, even in the face of opposition or persecution. 


Concluding Thoughts: The Imperative of Standing Firm 


In an age marked by relativism, standing firm in the Christian faith is both a challenge and an imperative. While 
the pressures to conform to the spirit of the age can be intense, the call to faithfulness is paramount. 

The Apostle Paul's words in 2 Timothy 3:1-5 serve as a timely reminder for Christians today. He warns of 
perilous times marked by self-centeredness, ungodliness, and a form of godliness devoid of power. It is a 
portrait that bears a striking resemblance to our relativistic age. However, amid these challenges, Paul's 
exhortation to Timothy in 2 Timothy 4:2 rings out with clarity and conviction: "Preach the word; be prepared in 
season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction." 

As Christians, we are called to hold fast to the truth, to courageously proclaim the Gospel, and to lovingly 
correct and encourage one another. In a world of shifting sands, we are anchored in Christ, the solid rock, and 
the absolute Truth. Therefore, let us resist the allure of relativism, cling to the Word of God, and proclaim, with 


conviction and courage, the unchanging truth of the Gospel to a confused and broken world. 
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